Day 3
Commitment #3
God deals gently with me

"He is able to deal gently with
those who are ignorant and
are going astray.”

Hebrews 5:2

What is God going to do with us?

We know what we should do, but we
don’t do it. Paul put it bluntly, *I am
not practicing what I would like to do,
but I am doing the very thing I hate.”
(Romans 7:15) We know the right
road. We stray from it anyway.

What's wrong with us? Do we need to
be yelled at? Scolded? Punished?

Jesus, while traveling through a village,
shed light on our problem and His
solution. “Seeing the people, He felt
compassion for them, because they
were distressed and dispirited, like
sheep without a shepherd.” (Matthew
9:36))

We are like sheep. This is our problem.
We need a shepherd. This is His
solution.

Sheep require a great deal of care.
They need a shepherd because they
cannot successfully fend for
themselves. To be “ignorant” and
“going astray” is the inescapable cause
and effect of being a sheep without a
shepherd.

We need to be dealt with gently.
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Spiritual influence, as God designed it,
is to be gentle, not harsh. Those who
represent God, be it high priest,
minister, parent, mentor or friend, are
able to be gentle because they
understand the challenges of
harboring an immortal spirit within a
mortal body. Jesus understands this.

God the Father sent His Son, Jesus
Christ, to inhabit a mortal body so that
He would understand.

He is what we need. He is a shepherd.

He provides what we need. He
deals with us gently.
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